
Word from the MD 

One of the best things about working in this industry is being part of the brotherhood, something 

that MITA promotes and reinforces throughout its training.  Safety is always paramount, and we do 

rely on others to have our backs.  This anonymous poem sums up why we have to remember this, 

and be aware of our responsibilities to our brothers.  (Can anyone let us know who wrote this?  A 

MITA sweatshirt is up for grabs if you can!!) 

I could have saved a life today, 
But I chose to look the other way. 

It wasn’t that I didn’t care, 
I had the time, and I was there. 

 
But I didn’t want to seem a fool, 

Or argue over a safety rule. 
I knew he’d done the job before, 
If I spoke up, he might get sore. 

 
The chances didn’t seem that bad, 
I’d done the same, He knew I had. 

So I shook my head and walked on by, 
He knew the risks as well as I. 

 
He took the chance, I closed an eye, 

And with that act, I let him die. 
I could have saved a life that day, 
But I chose to look the other way. 

 
Now every time I see his wife, 

I’ll know, I should have saved his life. 
That guilt is something I must bear. 

But it isn’t something you need share. 
 

If you see a risk that others take, 
That puts their health or life at stake, 
The question asked, or thing you say, 

Could help them live another day. 
 

If you see risk and walk away, 
Then hope you never have to say, 
I could have saved a life that day, 
But I chose to look the other way. 

 
 

 



Team results 

As in previous years, the first half of 2016 has been busy with Line Mechanic, Cable Jointing and Live 

Line courses. 

Line Mechanic trainees on Teams Ant and Cockroach completed their Level 4 certificate with 4B 

courses in the South Island.  Trainees on Team Bison completed their 4B in Auckland.  These 2-week 

courses culminated in a week of practical testing and activities, and exams.  Of the 30 trainees on 

the courses, it was great to see an overall pass rate of nearly 97% 

A number of Cable Jointing trainees also completed their certificates. Pilchard and Kawhai in 

Auckland and PILC in Christchurch. 

MITA offers their congratulations to all these passing trainees; your successes have reflected the 

hard work that you have put in along the way. 

In addition to these completing courses, MITA has a number of new Line Mechanic teams who have 

begun their training with the LMB1 – welcome to Teams Scorpion, Racoon and Rooster in the South 

Island and Team Panther in the North Island. 

Teams Squirrel, Weke and Tiger will be starting soon. 

Hello, and Goodbye 

As happens in this industry, we are lucky to have a lot of ‘old boys’ that have accumulated a life-time 

of knowledge over the years.  That they are generous in the sharing of this knowledge throughout 

their careers has benefitted many of us.  We wish Pete Stanich, one of our favourite ‘old boys’, all 

the very best as he spends his retirement on his life-style block in Warkworth. 

We are very pleased to welcome Graeme Evans and Jonathan Ackroyd onto the MITA Cable Jointing 

team permanently.  Graeme is a familiar face around MITA and many of you will also know him from 

his days at Delta.  Graeme has taken over all North Island Cable Jointing courses, teaching out of 

Auckland, while Jonathan will be covering South Island based courses out of the Electricity 

Ashburton facilities in Ashburton.  

Welcome, and farewell, guys. 

Capstones 

Following a Targeted Review of Qualification (TROQ), MITA began training its first Line Mechanic 

group under Connexis’s new capstone certificate in 2014.  As noted above, these groups have now 

finished their training.  Their resulting qualification, the New Zealand Certificate in Electricity Supply, 

has replaced the old EWRB requirements.  This certificate is recognised by the EWRB in New 

Zealand, as well as several electricity boards internationally. 

MITA will begin training in the new NZ Certificate in Cable Jointing in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

  



Courses 

While Line Mechanic and Cable Jointing courses remain MITA’s mainstay, our trainers are also 

qualified in the teaching of Live Line, HV Switching, Field Switching, WTCs, Close Approach, Crane 

and EWRB registration courses.  These courses can be tailored to your staffs’ experience - whether 

Unit Standards need to be incorporated, or whether a 2-yearly refresher is needed.  We undertake a 

number of safety and EWRB refresher courses too. 

Course Information Sheet’s (CIS) are currently being developed for each of the above courses.  These 

sheets include information on course content, outcomes, candidate requirements, duration of 

course, numbers required and costs involved in running.  You will receive copies of these CIS’s 

shortly. 

In addition to these, MITA is often able to accommodate a variety of teaching, moderating and 

assessing requests.  Please contact us if you need something tailor-made for your company or want 

to request an additional Line Mechanic or Cable Jointing course to be run. 

The MD has just spent the last 2 months based down in Napier, teaching a 7-week Live Line course 

to Unison, Scanpower, Central Lines and Top Energy.  The team got to enjoy the awesome weather 

that the Hawkes Bay is famous for, as proven by a number of on-the-job photos with blue skies and 

sunshine! 
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